
How to Disinfect a Domestic Well 

Disinfecting is necessary when sampling has indicated the presence of bacteria in a domestic 

well. If appropriate, the well construction should be brought up to the current State standards so 

that it is properly drained, sealed and vented. Because reconstruction can introduce bacteria, 

disinfections must be completed before the well is put back into service. 

 

The procedure is as follows: 

Remove the sanitary well cap. Pour into the well the appropriate strength solution of chlorine 

mixed with 10 gallons of water. See the chart below for calculation of the proper solution 

strength. Put the well cap into the empty solution container to keep it clean. 

Connect one or more hoses from faucets on the discharge side of the pressure tank to the top of 

the well casing and start the pump. Place some chlorinated water into the empty solution 

container to cover the well cap and use some of this solution to clean the end of the hose. For 15 

minutes recirculate the water from the hose back into the open well casing and wash down the 

interior of the casing and any piping or cables present. Agitating the well water may aid in the 

disinfecting process. This may be accomplished by allowing the water to run 5 minutes then 

shutting the tap. Wait 5 minutes and then open the tap for 2 minutes and shut for 2 minutes. 

Repeat with 1 minute and 30 second intervals. 

Close the tap and reseal the well casing. 

Go to each additional outside outlet and open the tap until bleach is smelled, then shut the tap. 

Repeat this procedure at all inside points of discharge in the distribution, such as faucets, toilets, 

showers, etc. Chlorinated water should be distributed throughout the entire water system. 

Allow the chlorinated water to remain in the system for at least 12 hours (or up to 24 hours.) DO 

NOT DRINK FROM THE SYSTEM OR DO LAUNDRY DURING THIS TIME. 

Return to the outside tap and flush water until there is no detectable chlorine odor. You may wish 

to have someone who has not been around the disinfecting to smell for the chlorine for you. Shut 

the tap. Avoid flushing the chlorinated water through your sewage system! Repeat this procedure 

at all other points of discharge as previously described to flush clean the entire water system. 

Resume normal water use, EXCEPT FOR DRINKING OR FOOD PREPARATION. 

After 7-10 days of normal usage, the water should be RETESTED. 


